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Challenge of the MEDAC 

The MEDAC workplan on the key topics is annually 

agreed with EC and approved by MEDAC members

46 MEDAC members 

5 Working Groups and 5 Focus Groups
WGs: CFP, large pelagics, Recreational Fisheries, SSF, socioeconomic 

impact, Green Deal

FGs: Adriatic Sea, West Med, Strait of Sicily, Equal opportunities, East Med

Executive Committee

Shared advice 

on the future of fishery in the Mediterranean
(by consensus or by majority including minority statements)

Co-founded by the 

European Union

BLUEfasma project - 4 April, Barcelona



Main topics
Co-founded by the 

European Union

The future of fisheries covers 
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Most recent MEDAC opinions on the subject 
useful for Bluefasma projectCo-founded by the 

European Union

Considering the wide range of topics delaing with Blueafasma project, in this meeting 
we’ll focus only on MEDAC official advice (the full list is available on the MEDAC 

website) useful to be considered in the framework of Blueafsma project

Multi-AC advice on the “Maritime sector – a green post-COVID future” Roadmap
Ref. 351/2020 - Signed by 10 Advisory councils on 9 December 2020

The seafood sector has continually worked on improving its sustainability performance with
a multitude of initiatives and improvements implemented over the years, including
improved fisheries management at sea, as well as increased resource efficiency in seafood
processing.

The sector is highly regulated.

Though seafood has a lower carbon footprint on average compared to land-based animal
protein production and the sector has been steadily decreasing its CO2 emissions for at
least the past 10 years, the sector recognises the importance of continual improvement
regarding its environmental performance.

As the EU market is the most important and lucrative market for fish products globally, a
future legislation that would ensure products placed on the EU market are free from human
rights violations in their supply chains, as suggested by the Farm to Fork Strategy, would be
an opportunity to address these concerns in the EU, but also to lead the way in global
fisheries. "
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MEDAC discussion paper on MSY in Mediterranean fisheries management. 

Some food for thoughts - Ref.:115/2021 – 26 May 2021
Considering:
- the fact that MSY is sensitive to variations in temperature and climate as well

as to trophic interactions;
- MSY can differ among target species included in the same fishery activity

(mixed fisheries);
- one fishery activity may influence the targets of another fishery activity.

It was also observed that the stock assessments and the associated 
management decisions in the Med were based on monospecific MSY estimation 
(Hjort, Russell, Graham, 1930 et seq.), not considering trophic interactions among 

species, between different types of fishing gear and with the surrounding 
environment over time (Ricker, 1954 and 1975; Travers Trolet et al., 2020). 

The best management strategies could be based on “Pretty good yield” 

(Hilborn, 2010 and Rindorf et al., 2017) and on assessments more tailored 

on the Mediterranean mixed fishery.
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(Pg.1/2) MEDAC contribution on EMFAF Strategies Ref.:295/2021 - 06

December 2021
Among the priorities raised up by the MEDAC, the following is related to the

objectives addressed today

Priority 1) Fostering sustainable fisheries and the restoration and

conservation of aquatic biological resources.

- Innovations in fishing activities (gears, engines, etc.), energetic efficiency,
automation, and robotics systems:

a) The replacement of engines should be as fast as possible in the whole fleet
and enforced by an urgent coordinated Plan between DG MARE and MS to
reach 0 CO2 emissions. Moreover, it is urgent a self-produced fuel (hydrogen and
similar1 ) because it does not depend on the pressure of external markets (fossil)
and a natural source (sea, non-polluting) is available.

b) There is a great need of engines replacement by combining the importance of
an instrument ensuring the safety of navigation with the reduction of harmful
emissions
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(Pg.2/2) MEDAC contribution on EMFAF Strategies Ref.:295/2021 - 06

December 2021
Priority 3) Enabling a sustainable blue economy in coastal, island and inland

areas, and fostering the development of fishing and aquaculture

communities.

- Strengthening the bottom-up approach in policies, improving the cooperation
between fishing enterprises and scientists. Promotion and support of training for
fishermen (in the areas of sustainable resource management, environment,
biodiversity, serious infringements, and the fight against illegal fishing, etc.) during
closed seasons.

- Investments for the creation and development of diversification of business activity.
a. Conversion of fleet segments insisting on overexploited resources (or stocks) to

other fisheries targeting less exploited species.
b. Promotion of pilot actions between fisheries and touristic enterprises.
c. Transversal projects covering multi-layers measures, also at regional level,

should be allowed to the enterprises to avoid waste of time waiting for each
theme supported by different calls and aimed to promote an integrated
development.
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MEDAC ADVICE ON THE ACTION PLAN TO CONSERVE FISHERIES RESOURCES AND

PROTECT MARINE ECOSYSTEMS Ref. 18/2022 - 02 February 2022

The MEDAC deems appropriate to:

- Exclude mobile bottom contacting fishing gears from MPAs - with the inclusive
participation of stakeholders - where these pose a risk to the achievement of
conservation objectives related to biodiversity recovery aiming at protecting sensitive
species, seafloor and critical habitats for climate change mitigation

- Develop monitoring plans with ecosystem indicators to assess the cumulative impact
on the sensitive habitats and the seabed substrates most affected by mobile bottom
contacting fishing gear.

- […] Improve selectivity and accountability of the fisheries (see Minouw or Implemed
projects as examples) by working with fishers for an inclusive transition towards
improved sustainability (e.g. to low impact fisheries).

- Funding opportunities such as Next Generation Funds and funding programmes such
as EMFAF, should be made available for fishers to transition toward improved
sustainability (e.g. low impact fisheries or to another sector).

- Prioritise research into the footprint of bottom contact gears from the perspective of
potential disruption of biogeochemical carbon sequestration pathways, and the full
carbon footprint of those fisheries, including fuel and transportation costs.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

MORE INFO 

www.med-ac.eu


