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UNEP/MAP –

Barcelona Convention

Regional governance framework gathering the 
21 Mediterranean countries and EU.
• UN Treaty (45 anniversary)

• Regional Multilateral Environmental Agreement 

• Institutional, regulatory and implementation 

framework 

Working together to fulfill the vision of a 
healthy Mediterranean Sea and Coast that 
underpin sustainable development in our 
region.



UNEP/MAP policies addressing Urban 
Issues

MSSD 2016-2025

Obj. 1 Marine and 
coastal areas

Obj. 5 Green and Blue 
Economy

ICZM Protocol

(adopted in 2008) 

Sustainable Consumption 
and Production (SCP) Action 
Plan for the Mediterranean 
(2016) 

MSSD 2016-2025 

Obj. 3 Planning and 
Managing Sustainable 
Mediterranean Cities

Regional Action Plan 
on Sustainable 
Consumption and 
Production (SCP) 
(2016) 



2005 – Initial version of the MSSD (prepared by the MCSD): 

• An integrative policy framework for the deployment of National Strategies 

for Sustainable Development (NSSD) 

• A regional response to the global agenda: Millennium Development Goals, 

Agenda 21, Euro-Med Partnership… 

2016 – Adoption of the MSSD 2016-2025: 

• A strategic policy framework to secure a sustainable future for the 

Mediterranean region 

• An adaptation of international commitments to regional conditions, in the 

context of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs.

Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development



Vision: 

A prosperous and peaceful 

Mediterranean region in 

which people enjoy a high 

quality of life and where 

sustainable development 

takes place within the 

carrying capacity of healthy 

ecosystems. 

MSSD subtitle: Investing in environmental 
sustainability to achieve social and economic 
development



Links 
between the 

six MSSD 
Objectives 
and SDGs



Managing Sustainable Mediterranean Cities –

PRIORITY ISSUES 
Urban quality of life and health degraded by traffic congestion, noise, poor air quality, inadequate supply of sanitation 
and increased generation of urban waste

Resilience reduced by natural and human-induced risks, particularly those triggered by climate change

Unsatisfactory urban economic and social cohesion, especially in slums and informal urban settlements, which is 
further increased by regional territorial imbalances, resulting in rural migration to large cities, increasing urban poverty 

Increased demand for energy, coupled with inefficient use of energy 

Degradation of historic urban areas

Continued rise in waste generation due to growing population and increased consumption 

Lack of capacity of local authorities for integrated forms of urban management 



Managing Sustainable Mediterranean Cities –

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS
3.1: Apply holistic and 

integrated spatial planning 
processes (…) to increase 

economic, social and 
territorial cohesion and 
reduce pressures on the 

environment 

3.2: Encourage inclusive 
urbanization and strengthen 
capacities for participatory 

and integrated human 
settlement planning and 

management

3.3: Promote the protection 
and rehabilitation of historic 

urban areas

3.4: Promote sustainable 
waste management within 

the context of a more circular 
economy

3.5: Promote urban spatial 
patterns and technological 

options that reduce the 
demand for transportation, 

stimulate sustainable 
mobility and accessibility in 

urban areas

3.6: Promote green buildings 
to contribute towards 

reducing the ecological 
footprint of the built 

environment

3.7: Enhance urban resilience 
in order to reduce 

vulnerability to risks from 
natural and human-induced 

hazards including climate 
change



• 3.1.9. Promote the Istanbul Environment Friendly City Award 

adopted at COP 19

• 3.2.5. Create a sustainable urban toolbox for the 

Mediterranean, with a view to planning cities that will work for 

everyone, in order to make them inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable. 

 This is MedUrbanTools (MedCities): http://medurbantools.com/

• 3.4.5. Undertake regional assessments, as well as knowledge 

exchanges, of high- and low-tech solutions, that have been 

successfully implemented to achieve waste reduction. 

MSSD Objective 3 – Flagship 
initiatives  

http://medurbantools.com/


Definition: “A coastal city in harmony with the sea, utilizing its resources 

efficiently, equitably and sustainably, reducing its impact on marine and 

coastal environment and climate change, and managing the environment for 

the benefit of current and future generations”. 

In an environment friendly Mediterranean coastal city, people enjoy a high 

quality of life and sustainable development takes place within the carrying 

capacity of healthy ecosystems. 

Objectives: 

• Recognize and reward the efforts of local authorities to improve the 

environment and quality of life and promote sustainable development; 

• Encourage local authorities to move towards a more environment friendly 

future; 

• Enable local authorities to act as a role-model to inspire other cities; 

• Raise the awareness of the general public regarding the quality of 

environment and therefore the quality of life in their towns and cities.

Sponsored by the Government of Turkey

Istanbul Environment Friendly City 
Award



Istanbul Environment Friendly City 
Award

Application: 

• Small towns and metropolitan cities in partnership with NGOs, the 

scientific community, the private sector or other stakeholders. 

• The call for applications is promoted through a specific communication 

campaign.

Evaluation: 

• Applying various criteria under four categories: 

 Nature and Biodiversity Protection; 

 Built Environment; 

 Social, Economic and Cultural Sustainability; and 

 Governance. 

• The historical perspective is also considered given the importance of 

improvement towards sustainability, the progress achieved, as well as 

the city’s efforts and perspectives for further improvement in the future. 



Istanbul Environment Friendly City 
Award

Selection and nomination through a rigorous, inclusive and 

transparent process in three phases: 

1. Initial screening to ensure that the candidate cities fulfilled the eligibility 

criteria and that the submission forms are correctly filled. 

2. Short-listing of three candidate cities by the Technical Committee 

supported by three independent experts. 

3. Selection of the winning city by the Jury, based on the ranking 

proposed buy the Technical Committee. Evaluation report approved by 

the Jury (i.e. Bureau of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 

Convention and the President of the MCSD)  



Istanbul Environment Friendly City 
Award

• 2017 – 1st edition (COP 20). Izmir Metropolitan Municipality, Turkey

Methodology upgraded in 2018-2019, with technical support from iiSBE

Italy, through CESBA MED Project, and Med Cities. 

AViTeM, FAIC, IMC CPMR, and MAP Regional Activity Centres, contribute to 

communication and outreach.

• 2019 – 2nd edition (COP21). Ashdod, Israel 

- The documents related to the Award have been translated in French. 

- A dedicated webpage has been created. 

• 2021 – 3rd edition (on-going) in view of COP22. 

http://www.iisbe.org/
https://cesba-med.interreg-med.eu/
http://www.medcities.org/
https://www.avitem.org/en
http://www.faic.eu/en/home-e/
https://cpmr-intermed.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/unepmap/istanbul-environment-friendly-city-award


Istanbul Environment Friendly City 
Award

Challenges and the way forward:  

• Communication and outreach efforts to reach more interest 

• Giving credit to all applicant (short listed) cities – experience sharing

• Strengthening the role of the awarded city to support visibility – peer 

learning.

• Improvement of the Application Form (quantitative indicators) together 

with Indicator Guidelines (guidelines for calculation). 

• The possibility of granting separate awards for large vs. small cities, 

North vs. South… 

• Only 6 applications have been received in 2021 

• The methodology may be complex and demanding from applicants 

• The Secretariat seeks the support from partners to review and simplify 

the methodology and application procedure in view of the next edition. 

TODAY, WE WANT TO HEAR THE VOICE OF MEDITERRANEAN CITIES…  



Thank you 

https://www.unep.org/unepmap/istanbul-environment-

friendly-city-award

https://www.unep.org/unepmap/istanbul-environment-friendly-city-award


UNEP/MAP Coordinating Unit and 
Components

Coordinating Unit 

and MED POL 

Athens, GreeceSPA-RAC

Tunis, Tunisia

Info-RAC

Rome, Italy
SCP-RAC

Barcelona, Spain

PAP-RAC

Split, Croatia

Plan  Bleu/RAC, 

Marseille, France

REMPEC

Valletta, Malta


